Measles cervicitis. Report of a case with cytologic and molecular biologic analysis.
We report on a 20-year-old woman who, in her third month of pregnancy, presented with a morbilliform rash, fever and diarrhea. Many multinucleate superficial, intermediate and metaplastic cells were noted in the cervical cytologic preparation. The presence of the measles virus in cells from the cervix was confirmed by the amplification of measles complementary DNA (cDNA) by the polymerase chain reaction. The patient's cervical Papanicolaou smear was unremarkable on reexamination four months after the onset of the disease. To our knowledge, this is the first verified reported case of infection of the uterine cervix by the measles virus.